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• Born at Fort Hood, Texas

• Graduated from Fort Knox High School 
in Kentucky

• Commissioned as an Armor Officer 
through ROTC upon graduation from 
Montana State University

• Returned to Fort Hood, Texas, and 
served as Tank Platoon Leader, 
Company Executive Officer and 
Battalion Operations Officer

• Observer Controller with a Live Fire 
Team at the National Training Center at 
Fort Irwin, Calif.

• Worked with Air Force as Chief 
(Exercise Division) at United States 
Space Command in Peterson Air Force 
Base in Colorado

• Made another return to Fort Hood, 
Texas, commanding the 1st Brigade 
Combat Team and 1st Cavalry Division

• Came to Fort Leavenworth as Deputy 
Commanding General at the Combined 
Arms Center for Training

• Deployed to combat in support of 
Operation Desert Shield, Desert 
Storm, twice in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and then in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom

• Holds 18 different medals, ribbons 
and badges. Most notably, awarded 
with the Legion of Merit four times, 
an award that is sixth in the order of 
precedence of U.S. Military awards and 
is awarded for exceptionally meritorious 
conduct

• Holds a bachelor of arts with a major in 
speech communications from Montana 
State University and a master of science 
in administration from Central Michigan 
University

• He and his wife have three children

Highlights
A brief bio of Maj. Gen. Funk.
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CHARISMATIC 
COMMANDER
>> Schedules keep Fort Riley’s commanding general busy, 
but Maj. Gen. Paul E. Funk II makes time to be personable.

Maj. Gen. Paul E. Funk II, the new 
commanding general of Fort Riley and the 
1st Infantry Division, is a highly decorated 
cavalryman, with deployments in support of 
Operation Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom. His biography 
is extensive with long titles and lists of medals.

But what can’t be gathered from the 
commanding general’s biography is his 
personable, even relaxed, demeanor.

“I’ll drive,” he said to his team as they headed 
for the golf carts on June 14, the day before the 
Symphony in the Flint Hills event.

Normally, the commanding general of Fort 
Riley would be the passenger.

Funk was doing a walk-through that day, as 
the non-profit organization had transformed the 
post’s Artillery Parade Field into a concert venue. 
He was in a good mood, and seemed excited 
about his day. 

“I have a bunch of soldiers coming home,” he 
said to Symphony in the Flint Hills organizers, 
“so I’m pretty fired up.”

Busy as the day was, Funk knew the 

symphony was important for the fort, and shared 
that as he met with other Fort Riley officials 
during his walk-through of the symphony site.

“This is a great opportunity to bring people 
to our Fort,” he told them. “We’ve got to be smart 
about how we meet them, be smart about how 
we’re doing this.”

To the Symphony in the Flint Hills team, he 
showed gratitude.

“Thanks for coming to see your Army,” Funk 
said. 

The commanding general was all smiles later 
that afternoon at a redeployment ceremony 
for 110 soldiers of the 1st Sustainment Brigade 
returning home from Afghanistan.

“Go get ’em,” he said as families embraced 
their sons, daughters, wives and husbands.

Families posed for photos. The cameras 
flashed on smiling faces.

“Photobomb,” Funk said.
Before they knew it, one family had the new 

major general’s face in their photo.
— Shelby Reynolds
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ABOVE: Maj. Gen. Paul 
E. Funk II, commanding 
general of 1st Infantry 
Division and Fort Riley, 
walks through the grounds 
of the 2013 Symphony in 
the Flint Hills concert to 
evaluate the site to ensure 
a safe event.

LEFT: Funk talks with a 
group in the command tent 
prior to the 2013 Symphony 
to evaluate the site and 
discuss weather.
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Maj. Gen. Paul E. Funk II, commanding general of 1st Infantry Division and Fort Riley, addresses the crowd before 
the Kansas City Symphony’s performance June 15. Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback waits for his turn to speak.


